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added to all other qualifications, they possessed as a family
a positive genius for pouring oil on troubled waters, and
getting men to woik harmoniously together who under any
other rule were ever at enmity. This valuable characteristic
(which has passed unnoticed) Cosimo, Piero, and Lorenzo
himself all possessed in a marked degree; while it is one
which comes out again and again in this family long afte^r
their time.

Lorenzo, in carrying out this change, took a unique course.
Convinced that an autocratic style of government was the
only one of which the conditions of the time admitted, he yet
did not follow the example of other rulers around him who
in that age were erecting thrones, their methods being force,
crime, and treachery. Instead, he solved the apparently
impossible problem of combining two things diametrically
opposed, an autocracy and a democracy, and contrived to
preserve the form of government loved by his countrymen
and yet to wield personally an autocratic power. Unsupported
by any military force, he yet exercised absolute authority;
but only because his countrymen well knew that no one else
could produce such happy results. The Florentines saw their
city, through his abilities, raised to the leading place among
Italian states, made the intellectual and artistic capital of
Europe, and daily advancing iji a commercial prosperity in
which they each individually shared; and they had no desire
to kill the goose which laid such golden eggs. They felt that
however autocratic was Lorenzo's rule, they had power to
end it whenever determined to do so. And the correctness of
the view was fully proved by subsequent events.3

While, however, Lorenzo wielded an autocratic power, it
is necessary to bear in mind, especially in financial matters,
that the governing body of the State remained as heretofore
the Signoria. The word "rule" or "reign," as applied to the
Medici (although it is impossible to use any other), is
calculated to lead to the supposition that they received the
money raised by taxation, and hence to the idea, when we